COVID-19 Vaccines:

Common and Serious Side Effects

Common Side Effects

COVID-19 vaccination will help protect you from getting COVID-19. You may have some side effects, which are
common with all vaccines. These side effects are usually mild and will go away in a few days. Some people
have no side effects.
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Potential Serious Side Effects

Serious side effects are very rare
following any vaccination, including
COVID-19 vaccination.
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Allergic Reactions

Severe allergic reactions occurred in 2-5 people per every million people vaccinated in U.S.

If patients have a severe allergic reaction—also known as anaphylaxis—after getting the first shot of a
COVID-19 vaccine, CDC recommends that they not get a second shot of that vaccine.

Potential Serious Side Effects by Vaccine

Johnson and Johnson

Rare Side Effect Onset What are the symptoms? Who is most affected? | How common is it?
Thrombosis with throm- | 3-15 days e Severe headache or blurred vision | Women under 50 7 cases per 1 million
bocytopenia syndrome e Shortness of breath vaccinated women
(TTS) e  Chest pain between 18 and 49
e Legswelling years old
(Blood Clots) e  Gut pain that does not go away
e Easy bruising or tiny blood spots
under the skin
Guillain-Barre 2 weeks e  Weakness or tingling, especially Men over 50 167 unconfirmed
Syndrome (GBS) in your arms or legs, that are reports out of 14
(Nerve Inflammation) persistent, getting worse and million doses
spreading
e  Problems walking, speaking,
chewing or swallowing
e Loss of bladder or bowel control,
or
e  Persistent double vision or an
inability to move your eyes
Pfizer and Moderna
Rare Side Effect Onset What are the symptoms? Who is most affected? | How common is it?
Myocarditis and 2-30 days, e Chest pain Higher risk in males un- | 5 cases per 1 million
Pericarditis more e Shortness of breath der 40, highest risk for | vaccinated individuals
common e Feelings of having a fast-beating, | males 12-17 years old

(Heart Inflammation)

after second
dose

fluttering, or pounding heart

Thrombosis with throm-
bocytopenia syndrome
(TTS)

(Blood Clots)

4 to 42 days

zamericares

Americares is a health-focused relief and development organization that responds to people affected by
poverty or disaster with life-changing health programs, medicine, medical supplies and emergency aid.

Severe headache or blurred vision
Shortness of breath

Chest pain

Leg swelling

Gut pain that does not go away
Easy bruising or tiny blood spots
under the skin

Women under 50

2 confirmed reports
(Moderna) out of

157 million fully
vaccinated individuals

Disclaimer: This project was funded in part by a cooperative agreement with the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention grant number 1 NU50CK000588-01-00. The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention is an agency within the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). The contents of this
resource center do not necessarily represent the policy of CDC or HHS and should not be considered an
endorsement by the Federal Government.



